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Grande Prairie Public School District continues to expand 

KinderCare and Before and After Care programs    

 

GRANDE PRAIRIE, AB – The Grande Prairie Public School District is pleased to partner with 
Stepping Stones Society and expand its partnership programs with YMCA of Northern Alberta. 
The programs will be provided at the District’s dedicated French Immersion School, École 
Montrose as well as the two new schools set to open in September, Isabel Campbell Public 
School and Riverstone Public School.   
 
“Our District is continuously working to expand our child care programs to meet the needs of our 
parents and the community,” said Christina Farquharson, Director of Student Services for the 
Grande Prairie Public School District. “We are grateful to our partners who always go the extra 
mile to take care of our students and foster a learning environment outside of the classroom.”  
 
Stepping Stones Society  
The District would like to thank Stepping Stones Society for stepping in to provide both 
KinderCare and Before and After School Care at Isabel Campbell Public School. The Before 
and After School Care program will operate from 7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday to Friday, and will 
serve students from ages 5 to 12.    
 
“Stepping Stones Society and its Board of Directors are happy to be partnering with GPPSD 
and Isabell Campbell Public School. We are looking forward to the opportunity to work with the 
school staff and families to provide quality child care,” said Stephen Beam, Executive Director 
for the Stepping Stones Society.  
 
Registration will begin May 1, 2016. For more information, please contact Linda Jobson at 
admin@ssdcs.ca or 780-532-9684.  
 
YMCA of Northern Alberta 
The District is excited to announce that YMCA will offer an Early Years and a Kinder/School Age 
program at Riverstone Public School. Starting in September, the YMCA KinderCare and School 
Age program will also be offered at École Montrose serving students from ages 5 to 12.  
 
The YMCA Early Years is a program based on the national YMCA Playing to Learn curriculum 
which combines three decades of experience in child care delivery, with the latest body of 
knowledge on how the brain develops and how children learn. The School Age program 
concentrates on active learning, both physically and mentally, with activities based on children’s 
self-directed exploration and discovery.    
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“We are very excited to continue our partnership with the GPPSD. The YMCA of Northern 
Alberta and GPPSD both recognize the need and importance of quality child care to the 
community and we look forward to these new programs and relationships,” said Teressa 
Krefting, Manager of Child Care for the YMCA of Northern Alberta.  
 
The YMCA programs will operate from 7:00 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday to Friday, and will also 
provide care on all non-school days throughout the year. For registration information, contact: 

 Montrose YMCA School Age Program: Treva Whitwell, 
twhitwell@northernalberta.ymca.ca 

 Riverstone YMCA Early Years/School Age Program: Kirsten Hanson, 
khanson@northernalberta.ymca.ca.   

 
Visit www.gppsd.ab.ca or follow Grande Prairie Public School District on Facebook for  
Pre-School and Kindergarten registration details.  
 
About Stepping Stones Society: Stepping Stones Society has been operating in the City of 
Grande Prairie since September 1975. Originally started as a day care centre, over the years it 
has grown in the programs and services it provides to our community. Believing that healthy 
families provide a foundation for a healthy community, the Society is committed to a variety of 
accessible human service programs that support families in their child-rearing role.  
 

About YMCA: The YMCA of Northern Alberta has been providing Child Care in the City of 
Grande Prairie since September 2007 and currently provides child care in seven centers in the 
City of Grande Prairie. The YMCA of Northern Alberta’s mission is to create life enhancing 
opportunities for the growth and development of all people in spirit, mind and body. For more 
information, please visit www.northernalberta.ymca.ca.  
 

About Grande Prairie Public School District (GPPSD): The Grande Prairie Public School 
District is a learning community in the city of Grande Prairie responsible for the education of 
over 8,000 students. The Grande Prairie Public School District is proud to provide a variety of 
Preschool, French Immersion, Montessori, Christian Education, sports-focused and 
International Baccalaureate programs catered to the students and parents of the Grande Prairie 
community. Growing from 15 schools to 18 schools in September 2017, the District serves 
students from Preschool through Grade 12 and believes in creating a nurturing environment 
where “Every Student Succeeds.” For more information, please visit www.gppsd.ab.ca and 
follow @GPPSD2357 on Facebook and Twitter. 
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